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REPLY BRIEF 



Sir: 



This Reply Brief responds to the new points made by the Examiner under heading (10) 
Response to Argument. 

The issue here is whether or not the reference teaches a structure which is entirely sigma 
bonded. The Examiner notes that one embodiment of the reference teaches, among other things, 
alkoxycarbonyl groups. But of course, carbonyl groups include a carbon atom coupled, by 
double bonds, to oxygen. Therefore, such a structure would not be entirely sigma bonded. 
Likewise, the same material within the reference, column 13, lines 10-20 also suggests using a 
vinyl group, which has double bonds between two carbon atoms. Also, the 2-oxoalkyl group is 
suggested which has a double bond between carbon and oxygen. See column 13, line 27. 

The fact that carbon bonds to four hydrogens or four other groups entirely sigma bonded 
is fine, but nothing in the reference suggests using any structure that would be entirely sigma 
bonded. Instead, a variety of structures are suggested including, for example, carbonyl and vinyl 
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groups that would not be sigma bonded. Thus, there is no teaching of making all the substituents 
Rib, R2B. and R3B entirely sigma bonded. 

For all of these reasons, the rejection should be reversed. 
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